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WINTER HOUSE CONCERT
Bill Pannill and Molly Hammond graciously hosted our first ever Winter House Concert on January 15.  Molly even provided a few additional listeners from among her students so that we would have a respectably-sized audience to play to.
Most of the performances were by trios or duos.  Brady Lanier had organized the program to support a minimum of scene changes, but there were still a couple of breaks in the flow as one ensemble moved off the “stage” and another moved in and spot-checked their tuning.  Telemann, Ortiz, Schenck, Gibbons, Byrd, Gerle, Sandrin, Tomkins and Marini were all represented in the programming.  

The high point of the concert was the performance of Gibbons and Byrd trios by Brady Lanier, Mary Springfels and Jordan Witherspoon.  Other notable performances were: the performance of several short trios by our semi-pro group of Eric Fisher, Erika Lawson and Bill Pannill, selections from Telemann Sonata in G Major with Eric Fisher and Bill Pannill, an Ortiz Ricercar performed by past-President Deborah Dunham accompanied by current President Brady Lanier on continuo, selections from Schenk’s Nymphs of the Rhine #1 performed by Brady Lanier and Jordan Witherspoon.  
The concert ended with another first.  Viols West Houston (Ryan Bradfield, Carter Crawford, Nancy Ellis, Brady Lanier, Ruth Milburn, Ed Rinehart) performed four short pieces.  This was the first time all six members had been present at the same time.  

Following the uproarious applause from the assembled family members and other guests, all adjourned to a reception of wine, cheese, and hors d’oeuvres. 
MARCH GAMBA RAMBA
On Saturday, March 26, Ruth, Ed, Brady, Nancy, and guest Donna Parker convened for the Spring Gamba Ramba.  We led off with Dulcis Memoriae by Pierre Sandrin – a familiar piece to those playing, and a good warm-up to get ears and bows acclimated.   After a few passes, the sweet memory of having worked on the piece with Mary re-surfaced and the group secured a musical performance.  

Our next piece was a Pavan in A minor by Jenkins, which proved also to be tuneful and playable.  

Ruth Milburn then serenaded the group with a solo, Onse vader inhemelryck  by J. van Eyck, which she was preparing to play at her church the following day.   This was a charming set of variations, usually played on recorder but had been adapted successfuly for the viol. 

Then the attention turned to our guest, Donna.  Donna is a cello student of Eric Fisher’s, so it was not difficult for Brady to teach her the fundamentals of the gamba – how to hold the instrument, the bow grip, etc.  After a few minutes Donna had quickly learned John Mark Rozendahl’s first Variation on La Folia!  The group then accompanied Donna in playing her first “solo”.  Huzzah!

Group playing resumed with an Ayre by Jenkins, which proved more challenging, with both trebles required to ascend to high C.  After this screech-fest, we quickly re-grouped with another Pavan by Jenkins – a soothing and musical end to the festivities.

Brady Lanier

QUARTERLY MEETING
Only four members attended the quarterly meeting at St Luke’s.  An electronic vote was taken following the session to achieve a quorum for confirmation of election of Eric Fisher to the post of Outreach Chair.  Thanks to the arrival of a visitor to the ensuing Gamba Ramba, the discussion of improving attendance at these meetings and playing sessions revealed some additional steps that could improve our visibility in the city.  At the present time a browser search for viola da gamba and Houston does not find our website.  Nor are we accessible via link from our parent organization, the VdGSA.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
It’s hard to believe Spring is here already, and summer will soon be upon us!  We have much to do, if we wish to mount a concert in May.  Please let me know as soon as you can if you are willing and able to participate the weekend of May 13-15.  We look forward to having Mary Springfels with us again the last weekend in April!

The low turnout at the recent Gamba Ramba has me concerned, and I’d like to start a dialogue with all of you about the role of the Gamba Ramba, and what we can do to make them more successful.  What to we wish to get out of the ‘Ramba – is it primarily an outreach tool, to recruit new members?   Is it a chance for the officers to meet?  Do we want to invite guest speakers and clinicians?  Or do we primarily like to socialize and play as a large group?  Should we think about waiting to set the date until closer to the event (we had decided on the date for this ‘Ramba last August), or poll the group two weeks prior and re-schedule if we don’t have a quorum?   

My personal feeling is, if more than half the members of Viols of Houston can’t attend the ‘Ramba, then we should not hold one.  It is not fair to ask guests and potential clinicians to attend if we ourselves cannot.  But as I said, I’d like to have a discussion about this – let me know your thoughts on the subject.

